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648 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
LONDON. May 21. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports that the case of Mr. Bradlaugh has
this day become the occasion of considerable difficulty, partly
in consequence of a letter from him in the papers of this morning,
in which he declared that the words of the Oath of Allegiance,
which go beyond affirmation, are idle and meaningless words.
It appeared to Mr. Gladstone that, had the matter been one
within the jurisdiction of the House of Commons, this declaration
of Mr. Bradlaugh might have borne gravely upon it. But it also
appeared upon inquiry that Parliamentary Oaths are statutory
duties, that there was no precedent for offering any impediment
to a member desirous to make an exact compliance with the
Statute, and that the House might deviate from strict justice, and
entangle itself in serious difficulty, if upon this occasion it offered
such impediment.
Therefore, it was determined not to interfere on the part of
Ministers with the Statutory compliance ; but, in case such
interference should be proposed from another quarter, then, as the
proposal would involve a most serious and delicate question, to
advise its reference to the consideration of a select Committee.
This recommendation was accordingly made by Mr. Gladstone :
but Sir S. Northcote, who had supported the reference to a Com-
mittee on the first occasion of difficulty, tonight opposed it; and
there was evidently much fear that the question might be regarded
in debate as one on the demerits of atheism, rather than one of
law and justice in the strictest sense. * . ,
649               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
BALMORAL CASTLE. May 22.1880.
The Queen has read with interest the discussion on . . .
Mr. Bradlaugh & she cannot help rejoicing in the feeling of
indignation exhibited ag5* such a man's sitting in the House. It is
not only his known atheism but it is his other horrible principles
wh make him a disgrace to an assembly like the House of
Commons.
She will be anxious to hear what is the result of the Debate &
what is to be done.